Central Europe inaugurate a sincere co-operation with the Soviet
Union; against a stronghold thus .constructed any attempt on the
part of aggressive German imperialism must prove a disastrous
failure.

" The Soviet-Czechoslovak Treaty of Alliance is a means to this
very purpose and, in order that the intentions and the purpose of this
policy may be entirely clear to the whole world, the two Governments
have expressed their willingness in a special protocol that if any third
country which borders on Czechoslovakia or the Soviet Union and in
this war has been the object of German attack, wishes to adhere to
the Treaty it will be given an opportunity, by a joint agreement of
the Governments of Czechoslovakia and the Soviet Union, of signing
this Treaty, which would thus acquire the character of a tripartite
agreement. The two Governments here have in mind the possibility
of arranging such a pact with Poland, naturally if this latter country
should so desire. Obviously it would be to the advantage of all Europe
if a bloc could be created by an alliance between the Soviet Union,
Poland and Czechoslovakia. The Protocol appended to the Czecho-
slovak-Soviet Treaty confirms that the two Governments regard the
realisation of this project as one of the aims of their policy."

The Pact, said Dr. Ripka, aimed at strengthening the security of
Europe.   He denied that it meant the Bolshevisation of Europe or
Czechoslovakia. * * The Pact,' * he said, *' gives firm answer to all those
who continue to suspect the Soviet Union of the intention to Bolshevise
the neighbouring Central European countries or even of annexing
them, and also to those who continue to portray Czechoslovakia as an
instrument in the hands of the Soviets.   In this Treaty the Soviet
Union once again and in a formal manner pledges itself to respect the
independence of Czechoslovakia and not to intervene in its political
affairs ;   Czechoslovakia makes similar pledges.    By these formal
commitments it has once more been confirmed that the Soviet Govern-
ment has no project of forcing its political r6gime on to other nations,
still less of annexing Central European or other nations into the
Soviet scheme of things.   Incidentally, Stalin, in his speech on the
twenty-sixth anniversary of the foundation of the Soviet Union,
once more proclaimed that the liberated European nations will be
given complete freedom to decide for themselves as to the structure
of their own countries.    Hence by the pact which Czechoslovakia
has concluded with the Soviet Union it has not only not weakened
its sovereignty and independence, but has, on the contrary, funda-
mentally strengthened and secured it.  Not in mistrust and unfriendly
constraint towards the Soviet Union, but in confidence and smcere
willingness for genuinely amicable co-operation with it, it is a reliable
guarantee of the ensuring of the freedom and independence of every
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